Chapter 13
Urbanization and Creating Livable Cities
Terms to know:

City planning 

Greenways

Smart growth 

Urban ecology 

Urban growth boundary (UGB)
Urbanization

Suburbs

Sprawl

Regional planning

Zoning

New urbanism

Noise pollution 

Light pollution

This chapter deals with how cities are changing and the impact growth has on the environment.  You have first hand experience as to what happens when cities grow too fast for the infrastructure to maintain them.  Atlanta has exploded in size and is expected to add another 2 million people within the next few years.  The city is splitting at the seams!!!  What is the quality of life going to be like in another 5 years?   

Managing Growth in Portland, Oregon

1. Explain what happened in Oregon when cities began to grow.

2. What is the urban growth boundary?

3. How have the policies been implemented?

Our Urbanizing World
1. What is urbanization?

Industrialization has driven the move to urban centers – 
1. Explain why the world’s population is becoming more urbanized?

2. Is this a negative feedback or a positive feedback?

3. What is happening in developed countries in terms of urban growth and why?

4. What is happening in developing countries in terms of urban growth and why?

5. Where do we expect to see nearly all future population growth occurring?

Today’s urban centers are unprecedented in scale –
1. What is a metropolitan area?    These are also referred to as megacities!

2. Check out Table 13.1.  What is the largest metropolis?

3. How many of the cities on the map are in the US?

4. What US city fits this category?

Urban sprawl has often been rapid –

1. What would cause urban growth to reverse?

2. What are some things Atlanta has done to encourage people back into the city?  

3. How much growth did Atlanta experience between the years 1990 and 2000?   
http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/ArticlePrintable.jsp?id=h-763
4. What contributed to this growth?

5. What has Atlanta experienced in the last 8 years?

Various factors influence the geography of urban areas –

1. How do climate, topography, and configuration of waterways determine where cities are located?

2. Why is that not such an issue today?

Sprawl
1. What does the term sprawl refer to?

Today’s urban areas are spread out – 

Sprawl has several causes – 

1. What are several causes of sprawl?

What is wrong with sprawl?
What is happening to that trend now with gas prices as high as they are?

How does sprawl impact the following?
Transportation – 

Pollution –

Health –

Land use – 

Natural habitat – 

Economics – 

Many people are now fighting sprawl –
1. What are the key elements of “smart growth”?
Creating Livable Cities 
City and regional planning are means for creating livable urban areas –
1. What is the goal of city planning? 
2. Regional planning?
Zoning is a key tool for planning – 

1. What is zoning?

Urban growth boundaries have become popular –

The “new urbanism is now in vogue” –

1. What is the new urbanism?

2. What are these areas generally connected to?
Transportation options are vital to livable cities –

1. What can mass transit do for urban areas?

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1016/is_3_105/ai_56072116
Read “Assessing benefits of Rail Transit” on pp. 978 – 979.

2. What are some of the benefits of rail transit systems?
3. What is a drawback to rail transit systems?

Parks and open spaces are key elements to livable cities – 
1. How do parks and recreation areas enhance urban living?

Cities parks were widely established at the turn of the last century –
Smaller public spaces are also important –

Urban Sustainability 

Urban resource consumption brings a mixof environmental impacts –

2. Why are cities referred to as resource sinks?

3. Why are cities unsustainable?

Outer Limits - Sprawling Atlanta seeks new routes to the future

http://www.grist.org/feature/2008/05/14/atlanta/
